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Hepatitis A jaundice in children 115
leukaemia) and the possibility of infection insufficiently considered, or hepatitis
may be assumed to be the cause of anyjaundice during an epidemic, with altern-
ative or coincidental aetiologies being inappropriately excluded at an early stage.
These cases demonstrate that the initial assessment of the child should be open-
minded, with account being taken of past medical history and epidemiological
setting butwithoutallowing eithertoexert undue influence. Further investigations
areobviouslyof benefit, with those necessarytoidentifythetruediagnosis ranging
from a reticulocyte count to computerised tomography.
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Book review
Essential management of obstetric emergencies. By Thomas F Baskett. (pp 263. £12.50).
Clinical Press Limited, Bristol, 1991.
The deliveryof healthy babies tohealthy mothers is occurring with increased frequency. Tom Baskett's
book however is a timely reminder that Mother Nature has changed little, and given the correct factors
and environment can still deal lethal blows. The author, who carried out all of his undergraduate and
much of his postgraduate education in Belfast has again addressed these problems ina concise, simple
and practical manner.
The introduction of ultrasound and 'high tech' antenatal and intrapartum care has meant that
emergencies are often predictable and can therefore be dealt with expeditiously to the ultimate benefit
of mother and child.
The chapters on acute abdominal pain, antepartum haemorrhage, disseminated intravascular coagul-
ation in pregnancy and those chapters dealing with mechanical problems in labour are excellent.
However, I feel that to try to address antenatal care, preterm labour and labour dystocia in a book like
this is perhaps overly ambitious and would be best expanded and dealt with in another volume.
The book concentrates on the management of a particular diagnosis rather than on the management
of the symptoms. Perhaps it would have been more appropriate to have chapters on management of
'postpartum collapse' or 'pain' rather than on a specific diagnosis such as amniotic fluid embolus which
assumes that all concerned know the diagnosis at the time of the emergency.
'Essential management of obstetric emergencies' by Thomas Baskett makes easy reading and would
be a valuable companion to all obstetric junior staff.
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